Climate Justice (January 2014 Update)
The Topic

There have been several titles for this topic ranging from climate change to sustainable economy, global warming, and climate debt. Principles currently being developed are on energy, the economy, and climate.  Commission events have used language of a three-fold moral crisis: climate, poverty, and the economy. KAIROS had been exploring “flip the switch” language indicating a move from a fossil-fuel based economy of growth to a renewable energy economy of care.
Commission members who connect 
A Climate Justice Working Group has been established (Dec 2013). The current (Jan 2014) members are Joy Kennedy, Keith Helmuth, Kathy Vandergrift, Joe Gunn and Peter Noteboom.

Partner or lead agency/organization

This is a collaborative venture including the Canadian Council of Churches Commission on Justice and Peace, the Canadian Interfaith Conversation, Citizens for Public Justice and KAIROS. So far in this program plan, Citizens for Public Justice has been playing an active role.
· Canadian Interfaith Conversation: played a formative role in the 2010 World Religions Summit that included a Care for the Earth component, helped organize the 2011 Interfaith Forum on Faith and Climate, and led the development of the Canadian Interfaith Call for Action and Leadership on Climate Change which was endorsed by over 50 faith communities and faith-based organizations. The Canadian Council of Churches members did not reach consensus and so the CCC could not endorse the Call.

· Citizens for Public Justice: participated actively in the 2011 Interfaith Forum on Faith and Climate, endorsed the Canadian Interfaith Call for Action and Leadership on Climate Change, and published Living Ecological Justice: A Biblical Response to the Environmental Crisis.
· KAIROS: a major focus of KAIROS programming is the Sustainability Circle. KAIROS has been active on the topic of climate and sustainability in a myriad of ways, perhaps most memorably through the organization of the church leaders’ delegation to the tar sands and their statement on Canada’s participation in the Durban climate change conference in the Fall of 2011. KAIROS endorsed the Canadian Interfaith Call for Action and Leadership on Climate Change and regularly publishes relevant policy papers on the topic. 
Key objectives 
We want to contribute a refreshing, unified and principled witness and action to energy, the economy and climate by preparing an agreed set of principles that can be applied in a variety of settings and used as an ecumenical and interfaith contribution to the conversation at each step of the way. 

While engaging in the various steps in the process noted below, we will challenge Commission members with sound contextual analysis of political and governmental decisions being taken now with respect to natural resources policy and the role of government through occasional conference calls, webinars and side events.

Upcoming opportunities

· Paris COP 21: shaping up to be a defining moment in climate negotiations. Major decisions will have been taken by the Spring of 2015, so the opportunity to influence the process is before then. We will have communicated a principled approach to energy, the economy and climate, and will have ensured strong church leader participation at the Paris conference.

· Substantial 2015 Forum on Climate Justice in Ottawa, bringing together faith community and political leaders.

· Federal Election: Likely to be held in May or October 2015.

· Lima COP 20: An important intervention moment, but there are no high expectations for progress in Lima.

· Canadian Council of Churches Assembly in Mississauga in November 2014. Climate Justice will be an important theme.

· United Nations Assembly in September on Climate... a time for mobilization. We will have participated in events leading up to that event, along with the interfaith climate fast initiative currently taking shape.

· Governing Board meeting in Ottawa where meetings will be arranged with MPs and political party leaders, again bringing up the topic of climate justice.

· Kings’ College conference in Edmonton May 12-13 on the topic of Economic Justice and the Common Good. We are proposing a session on applying the Principles on Energy, the Economy and Climate against an Alberta test case.
· Possible webinar, conference call or half-day event offering analysis of the changes introduced in the last three budget omnibus bills that create the stage for rapid development of natural resource projects without the checks and balances that reflect a more holistic approach to economic development, and highlighting the changing role of government in Canada. 
· Citizens for Public Justice Workshops on Living Ecological Justice: Toronto event is February 7 2014.

Past opportunities / events in this 2012-15 CJP program plan
· Warsaw COP 19 (Nov 2013): Joy Kennedy, Chair of the Commission on Justice and Peace, attended COP19. She participated in a faith community panel, met regularly with colleagues and representatives of participating governments. No meeting with Minister Aglukkaq happened. Prior to the conference, a letter to Minister Aglukkaq was prepared and sent by the Commission on Justice and Peace
· Citizens for Public Justice released a new print and on-line resource on “Living Ecological Justice” in the Fall of 2013. The CCC has promoted the resource.
· The Commission on Justice and Peace met with Climate Change Ambassador Dan McDougall during its May 2013 meeting in Montreal at the Canadian Centre for Ecumenism.

· Members of the Governing Board met with political party leaders as well as the senior policy advisor for Natural Resources Canada on the topic of climate in May 2013.
· Qatar COP 18 (Nov 26 – Dec 7): The Canadian Council of Churches funded the participation of a MESA partner from Central America in the Qatar COP 18, namely Rev. Marta Benavides Rev. Benavides is a Baptist pastor who is known for her work for peace, human rights and ecological justice. She has been involved with recent COPs (16 and 17), and indicates that she made presentations in both. She was also part of Rio+20 where she made presentations on gender and climate. Marta says that her work has always focused on the “culture of peace.” 
· Follow-up on the meetings Willard Metzger and Mardi Tindall had with Minister Kent in December 2011 and Senior Policy Advisor Kogelmass in May 2012 would also be appropriate at this time.

· KAIROS has prepared a discussion paper on the pipeline that has been circulated to CJP members. KAIROS also organized the Elements of Justice Intergenerational event in British Columbia in the Fall of 2013. 

So what: desired impact

· Maintain the fire

· Church and Faith Community unity, active engagement, community organizing, youth engagement

· Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources recognition of faith communities concerned about climate

Communications or engagement strategies
More needs to be done to update the CJP communication and engagement strategy. The CCC will be hiring a new Communications Officer in February so a strategy can be developed with the new person.
· Revise the CCC website so that the climate work we’ve done is collected and accessible. (Done)
· Publicize the visit of Rev. Benavides (Social Media) and perhaps invite her to Canada to share her experiences (a report, more substance). (Done)
· Letter to the Minister in November (traditional media: website and social media) (Done)
· Facilitate private correspondence with Minister Kent and Senior Policy Advisor Kogelmass as follow-up from May visit (Done)
· Met with Climate Change Ambassador Dan McDougall (Done)
· Correspondence with Minister Leona Aglukkaq (Done)_
· Circulate and promote “Living Ecological Justice” (Done and ongoing)_
· Circulate KAIROS pipeline discussion paper (email) (Done)
· Promote community workshops (social media, email circulars)

Relevant record of previous work

· Letter to and response from the Minister of the Environment (2013)

· Record of meeting with Ambassador McDougall

· Letter to and response from the Minister of the Environment (2012)

· Canadian Interfaith Call for Action and Leadership on Climate Change (November 2011): http://www.councilofchurches.ca/communications/canadianinterfaithcallforleadershipandaction-finalextended-eng.pdf
· North America Consultation on Poverty, Wealth, Ecology (November 2011): http://www.councilofchurches.ca/communications/theresanewworldinthemaking-final-eng.pdf
· Interfaith Forum on Faith and Climate (October 2011): http://www.councilofchurches.ca/communications/report_interfaithforumonfaithandclimate_oct24.pdf
· A Time for Inspired Leadership and Action (2010 World Religions Summit): http://www.faithchallengeg8.com/pdfs/2010%20Interfaith%20Statement%20-%20English.pdf
Main policy positions

3 policy points of 1) a binding international agreement that keeps temperatures below a 2 degree increase from pre-industrial levels, 2) national carbon emissions targets and a renewable energy policy, and 3) committing public funds to mitigate climate change effects (in poor countries) are widely referenced. See letters to Minister Kent and Minister Aglukkaq for more details.
Finance and budget considerations

· MESA Restricted Fund - ~$4,000 – has been drawn down by Rev. Benavides travel expenses.
