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Second Annual Meeting
1945

This excerpt was part of the larger report by the Christian Social Council of Canada, a
council made up by representatives of the churches’ board of Social services. The report
presented information in view of the collaboration between the Christian Social Council and the
Council of Churches. It also contained sections on race relations, the role of Jews and Japanese
in Canada, and French-English tensions. No actions were taken as the report was merely a
collection of information.
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Fifteenth Meeting (Sixth Biennial)
1964

The standing Committee on Home Missions was created in 1963 to facilitate the
coordination and cooperation among the members in matters of common interest. Those included
evangelization and education among First Nations. The committee served as a forum for
dialogue between Churches, government and Aboriginal associations concerning residential
schools and other programs led by members at the time.
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Sixteenth Meeting (Seventh Biennial)
The Ecumenical Task in a Revolutionary World
1966

Dr. Wilfred Butcher, General Secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches, presented
the letter along with the rest of the report with the Department of Social Relations. This
Department was in charge with issues relating to First Nations.
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Seventeenth Meeting (First Triennial)
Count Us In! Christians in the Radical Seventies
1969

The council expressed support for aboriginal organizations, mainly the National Indian
Brotherhood, an umbrella group that was later replaced by the Assembly of First Nations. The
National Indian Brotherhood strongly rejected the 1969 White Paper, which is mentioned in the
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resolution above. The paper recommended the abolition of the Indian Act, the rejection of land
claims and the assimilation of First Nations.
Eighteenth Meeting (Second Triennial)
Salvation Today
1972

Through this resolution the Council supported the National Indian Brotherhood’s
definition of Aboriginal Title. This meant recognition of the obligations to deal with Indian
claims in non-treaty areas of the country where Indian people have lost the use of their land. It
guaranteed the use and control of Indian lands by Indian people without unauthorized
encroachment. It also ensures that treaties meet standards of fairness and that Indians are compensated
in case of a lost of their specific rights.
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The council joins aboriginal rights in rejecting the development of the James Bay Power
Project. The project threatened the livelihood of many Cree in Northern Quebec. It caused
displacement and a total break down of many communities.

The members Churches were encouraged to support the National Indian Brotherhood in
their goal of organizing a conference of aboriginal peoples. Acts like this made 1972 a year of
much discussion and support for First Nations.
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This report presented by the Department of Social Relations summarized the many
actions and resolutions passed in 1972 in support of the National Indian brotherhood and First
Nations in general. It also committed the Canadian Council of Churches to re-examine the
residential school system among other issues.
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Nineteenth Meeting (Third Triennial)
Jesus Christ Frees and Unites – Canadians?
1976

The Canadian Council of Churches sponsors the organization of a Conference on
Development and Native Concerns, this in light of the James Bay Project in Northern Quebec
and the planned Mackenzie Valley pipeline in the Yukon and the Northwest Territories.
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The Berger Inquiry was commissioned by the Federal Government to study the
environmental, social and economic impact of the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline proposal. Despite
the government’s threats of starting the project before the findings, the Berger commission was
able to give a voice to the aboriginal communities in the area. The Inquiry recommended a
moratorium in development to deal with critical issues, such as First Nations land claims.
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This excerpt is part of the “Challenging Racism” opening statement for the 1976 meeting.
It is part of a wider theme of acceptance and embracing of different cultural groups. The same
statement also mentions French-English relations, Immigration, and poverty and unemployment
among minority groups.
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Twentieth Meeting (Fourth Triennial)
Sharing the Ecumenical Task
1979

The meetings between the Churches and Native organizations marked the beginning of
the long road to reconciliation. The recommendations produced by the conferences were passed
to project North, a joint initiative by Churches, native organizations and other civil society for
the development of Northern Communities.
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Twentieth Third Meeting (Seventh Triennial)
1988

In the midst of the Meech Lake Constitutional debate the Council offered strong support
for an inclusion of an aboriginal voice in the negotiations.
In a different resolution the council supported Aboriginals in their call to the British
Government to stop the wild fur label legislation that would have put into danger the livelihood
of many First Nations.
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Twentieth Fourth Meeting (Eight Triennial)
Creator Spirit/ Esprit Creatur, sois Avec Nous
1991
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In 1991 the Council continued its campaign for the recognition of Aboriginal Rights
explicitly in the Canadian Constitution.

As part of a larger theme of Reconciliation, the Council included the paragraph above in their
record of proceedings. It recognizes the need to further work in affirming the dignity of
Aboriginals.
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